Mr. Wilbert Hilley
March 8, 1949 - April 10, 2020

Wilbert W. Hilley, Jr., 71, of Navasota, passed peacefully on Friday, April 10, 2020,
surrounded by his children. Visitation with family and friends will be held from 9:00 am –
1:00 pm, Tuesday, April 14th at Nobles Funeral Chapel. A graveside service will follow at
2:00 pm at Oakland Cemetery in Navasota with Rev. Matthias Dinger officiating. CDC
guidelines for social distancing due to the COVID-19 pandemic will be observed.
Arrangements are under the direction of Nobles Funeral Chapel.
Wilbert was born March 8, 1949 to Wilbert Hilley Sr. and Naomi Wood Hilley. He was a life
long resident of Grimes County. He married Lucille Vacante Hilley July 11, 1971. They had
three children, Sharon, Machelle and Matt.
Wilbert had a full life. He was raised learning how to farm and provide for the family. He
began working for Brookshire Brothers grocery stores at age 16. He held a variety of
positions, working his way from window washer to store director, before retiring in 1995
when he and Lucille built Circle H Store and Cafe, a dream Wilbert had for many years
that would combine his passion for retail grocery and cooking. Wilbert found true joy in
feeding people - whether it was with his cooking or with his words of wisdom. He
mentored many people, young and old, during his lifetime, and he loved catching up with
them when they would stop in at Circle H to share their career journey with him.
Circle H was a place for gathering with friends. You could find him in the kitchen, in the
meat room, at the pit or behind the register. He always greeted people with a cheerful
smile and a little wave. “The regulars” would meet twice a day for a cup of coffee, laughing
and telling stories with Wilbert and his employees. Circle H was known for having the best
burgers, southern style plate lunches and giant cups of Wilbert’s homemade chicken and
dumplings, but nothing topped his fried boudin balls. People drove hours to get themeven from Louisiana. In 2015 Wilbert sold Circle H to retire again, and spent his days at
his camp house at Yarboro Lake. He built a meat processing room with a smokehouse
and enjoyed working with friends and family. He cooked huge meals for his family and
enjoyed having them over to eat, laugh and enjoy the view of the lake.

Wilbert was a lifetime member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Navasota, and was baptized,
confirmed and married there. He served three years in the United States Army Airborne
Forces and was honorably discharged. He was a member of the Navasota Lion’s Club,
offering his time and resources to the community. He enjoyed fishing and was a member
of the Yarboro Lake Fishing Club. Wilbert was an exceptional man. His gentle soul and
kindness will be cherished by many.
He is survived by his son Matthew Hilley; daughters and sons-in-law Sharon and Steven
Harris and Machelle and Bobby Phillips; mother of his children, Lucille Hilley; sister
Carolyn Hilley; sister-in-law Marilyn Hilly; grandchildren Garrett Harris, Charlie Busse,
Jillian Smith, Hailey Hilley and Brady Hilley and great grandchildren Carsyn, Haygen and
Holden Busse.
Serving as pallbearers are Charlie Busse, Garrett Harris, Brady Hilley, Frank Vacante, Ken
Keally
and Victor Becker. Serving as an honorary bearer will be Bill Sears.
Wilbert was preceded in death by his parents and brother, Charles Hilley.
Special thanks to Dr. C.H. Prihoda, Dr. Robert J. Wilkes, Encompass Health and all the
close friends and family who cared for Wilbert during his last years. The Hilley family is
forever grateful for your compassion and support.
In lieu of flowers, please consider a memorial contribution in Wilbert’s name to Trinity
Lutheran Church or Navasota Grimes County Lion’s Club.
You are invited to leave kind words and fond memories at www.noblesfuneral.com.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Nobles Funeral Chapel - April 14 at 09:02 AM

“

“

Great tribute of him and his loving family. Thanks for sharing!
Robin Wenzel - April 14 at 03:04 PM

So sorry to hear about my friend and classmate and condolences to his family. He
was one of the world's genuinely nice guys. R.I.P.

Paul McKay - April 18 at 11:06 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Mr. Wilbert Hilley.

April 14 at 04:42 PM

“

Cross Wind Chime - Bronze was purchased for the family of Mr. Wilbert Hilley.

April 14 at 01:20 PM

“

My condolences to the family. Wilbert will be missed by us all.
Marshall Conarroe

Marshall Conarroe - April 14 at 12:38 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mr. Wilbert Hilley.

April 14 at 10:31 AM

“

Janice Sechelski lit a candle in memory of Mr. Wilbert Hilley

Janice Sechelski - April 14 at 07:58 AM

“

Tina Bogan Stucks lit a candle in memory of Mr. Wilbert Hilley

Tina Bogan Stucks - April 14 at 12:59 AM

“

A very good man. He was always good to me and always had a smile on his face. He
will truly be missed. Prayers to his family and may he Rest In Peace.

steve Austin - April 13 at 11:44 PM

“

Leona Binford lit a candle in memory of Mr. Wilbert Hilley

Leona Binford - April 13 at 11:09 PM

“

Kathy Burzynski lit a candle in memory of Mr. Wilbert Hilley

Kathy burzynski - April 13 at 09:28 PM

“

Sending prayers I have enjoyed my time with my brother in law Wilbert our talks our
laughs he will be missed May he RIP

marilyn Hilley - April 13 at 08:29 PM

“

Cherie Jolly Nienstedt lit a candle in memory of Mr. Wilbert Hilley

Cherie Jolly Nienstedt - April 13 at 10:03 AM

“

Our condolences to the family. Prayers for you all. May Wilbert now rest in peace
with Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Sharon T Kroll - April 13 at 09:56 AM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Mr. Wilbert Hilley.

April 12 at 11:23 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Mr. Wilbert Hilley.

April 12 at 04:40 PM

“

Mr.Hilley was an amazing business man. He and Emily Flores taught me alot about
finance/accounting. Prayers for the family.

Christina Lee-Williams - April 12 at 01:33 AM

“

We are sorry to hear about Wilbert's death. He was always pleasant and friendly
everytime we saw him. He will be missed . Prayers and Peace to his family
Dave and Linda Kemp

Linda Kemp - April 12 at 01:07 AM

“

I am so sorry, he really will be missed!

Tina Bogan Stucks - April 11 at 10:35 PM

“

Sharon and Family,
So sorry to hear about Wilbert he was always a pleasure to go into Circle H. It was
hello how are you today. They had the best hamburgers in town plus they had the
best lunches.Please know you are in our thoughts and prayers.
Zac & Judy Falkenbury

zac & Judy Falkenbury - April 11 at 10:01 PM

“

Victor & Vela Becker purchased the Crystal Cross Bouquet for the family of Mr.
Wilbert Hilley.

Victor & Vela Becker - April 11 at 04:06 PM

“

Debbie Mcginty lit a candle in memory of Mr. Wilbert Hilley

Debbie Mcginty - April 11 at 03:32 PM

“

Deepest sympathies to the family.

Nadine Roese McVey - April 11 at 02:26 PM

