Mr. William "Billy" Thomas
February 6, 1943 - January 17, 2021

William “Billy” Paul Thomas, Jr., 77 of Richards, passed away on January 17th at Baylor
Scott & White Hospital in College Station, Texas. Billy was born on February 6, 1943 in
Houston, to William “Bill” Paul and Annie Mae Thomas. He was a graduate of
Southwestern University and earned his master’s degree from Texas A&M University. Billy
was a rancher, educator and a member of the Richards United Methodist Church, Antique
Car Clubs, and served on the Texas Soil and Water Conservation Board. He dedicated
himself to God, family, friends, and country. Billy loved music and was an accomplished
organist. Billy also had a love for art, history, and was a great Texas and American patriot.
The funeral service will be held at the Christ United Methodist Church, 4201 State
Highway 6 South, College Station, Texas 77845 on Tuesday, January 26th. The visitation
and viewing will be from 1:00 pm followed by the funeral service at 2:00 pm. The family
will have a private burial immediately following. Arrangements are under the direction of
Nobles Funeral Chapel.
The link to attend the service virtually is available below or on the Nobles Funeral Chapel
website at www.noblesfuneral.com.
Link: https://youtu.be/6L4wVMS8RRs
Memorial contributions, if desired, can be made in memory to the Richards United
Methodist Church, 6639 FM 1486, Richards, Texas 77873 or the American Heart
Association.
You are invited to leave kind words and fond memories at www.noblesfuneral.com.

Previous Events
Visitation
JAN 26. 1:00 PM (CT)
Christ United Methodist Church
4201 Texas 6 Frontage Road
College Station, TX

Funeral Service
JAN 26. 2:00 PM (CT)
Christ United Methodist Church
4201 Texas 6 Frontage Road
College Station, TX

Tribute Wall
Nobles Funeral Chapel created a Tribute Video in memory of Mr. William "Billy"
Thomas

Nobles Funeral Chapel - January 25, 2021 at 05:30 PM

Nobles Funeral Chapel created a Webcast in memory of Mr. William "Billy"
Thomas

Nobles Funeral Chapel - January 22, 2021 at 01:06 PM

TB

1 file added to the album Comfort in heaven

Teresa Bystry - January 31, 2021 at 01:26 PM

EC

Earl A Carter lit a candle in memory of Mr. William "Billy"
Thomas

Earl A Carter - January 29, 2021 at 09:09 AM

EC

I am honored to have been acquainted with Billy for more than forty years. During
that time, we worked together on a few civic projects most of which did not come
out the way we would have liked them to. That was never the fault of Billy! He
was a great patriot and friend and I'm going to miss him greatly! I loved being
invited to his home for the occasional concert and our meetings.
Rest in peace Billy Thomas! You have certainly earned that.
Earl Carter
Huntsville, Texas
Earl A Carter - January 29, 2021 at 09:08 AM

JN

A new belly through my close friend Randy house. Randy and Billy were close
friends since they were teenagers over 60 years. Randy and I have been close as
well for 60 years. Whenever I would come from Houston to visit Randy on his
ranch, we would try to have lunch or dinner or breakfast with Billy. He had the
most varied interests and got involved materially with them all, whether they were
antique cars, or railroads, or vineyards and finally but not least pianos and
organs. He was a dead solid Christian and lived life to the fullest and gave
everyone who knew him a treasure box of joyful memories. Jim and June Nance
Jim nance - January 27, 2021 at 05:51 PM

AA

May your memories of the wonderful times you shared with your loved one
comfort you and your family, today and always.
American Heart Association - January 27, 2021 at 12:14 PM

PF

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Peter Fraundorfer - January 26, 2021 at 02:11 PM

PF

We thank Bill for a friendship that transcended generations and oceans.
He will always be remembered as a great Texan.
Abiit, non obiit. (Cicero)
Fam. Fraundorfer
Peter Fraundorfer - January 26, 2021 at 02:08 PM

JH

I got to know Billy around 2005 when he asked me to come
work on all his project cars. I worked for him for 5 years
until my current job took me away from going out there.
Enjoyed our talks, lunches in Anderson, and running
around the ranch he was so proud of. Billy was such a neat
guy with many stories. We are all going to surely miss his
laughter and smile. RIP Billy Grimes county is not going to be the same without
you.
Jeff Haas
Jeffrey Haas - January 26, 2021 at 10:40 AM

IC

I am one of a great number of people who count themselves as fortunate to have
know Bill Thomas. I first got to know Bill through the National Association of
Conservation Districts. We were on the Executive Board together and served as
the chair/vice chair of the NACD legislative committee during the crafting of the
2018 farm bill.
While in Texas last February, I was Bill's guest at his ranch for a couple of days.
Bill told me he built his home with southern hospitality in mind. Bill enriched the
lives of countless people and will be greatly missed.
Ian Cunningham
Ian Cunningham - January 26, 2021 at 08:37 AM



Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family
of Mr. William "Billy" Thomas.

January 25, 2021 at 03:21 PM

PF

We thank Bill for a friendship that transcended oceans and lasted decades.
He personified the Texan gentleman for several generations of Austrian visitors.
He will always be remembered as a great Texan.
Abiit non obiit (Cicero)
Fam. Fraundorfer

Peter Fraundorfer - January 25, 2021 at 03:06 PM

PF

We thank Bill for a friendship that transcended oceans and lasted decades.
He personified the Texan gentleman for several generations of Austrian visitors.
He will always be remembered as great Texan.
Abiit, non obiit. (Cicero)
Fam. Fraundorfer

Peter Fraundorfer - January 25, 2021 at 03:02 PM

CF

Bill was a great friend of mine for more than 40 years. The news of his death was
a real shock to me. I got to know Bill in 1978 through Susan Schuhmacher, who
traveled with him to Spain with the Experiment in International Living program. Bill
later attended Susan and my wedding in Houston with his parents. Since then I
have visited Bill and his parents and spoken with him on the telephone regularly.
He also visited me many times in Switzerland and even babysat our children
Matthew and Ellen at times. Bill was very interested in different cultures, and I still
remember the many conversations we had about agriculture and beyond. One of
my favorite memories was when Bill joined me at a Swiss apple orchard in 1979
and helped me with a field trial that I conducted as part of my PhD program at the
ETH. My professor and I were both impressed by Bill’s wisdom and insights in
agricultural matters. Last time I saw Bill was around Thanksgiving of 2018 when
my son Patrick and I both went to visit Bill at his ranch. We talked about the many
memories we had over the years. I was amazed by Bill’s excellent memory. He
remembered every detail of his visits with us from 40 years ago. The highlight on
our last visit was certainly when Bill played the organ for us that he had in his
home. I wish now that I would have kept up more with him and been in more
regular contact. Bill, you will always stay alive in our memories.
Claude Flueckiger with Ellen, Matthew and Patrick
Claude Flueckiger - January 24, 2021 at 01:25 PM

PD

Patricia Dobyanski lit a candle in memory of Mr. William
"Billy" Thomas

Patricia Dobyanski - January 24, 2021 at 11:56 AM



Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of
Mr. William "Billy" Thomas.

January 24, 2021 at 11:19 AM

HJ

The news of Bill's sudden death makes me very sad. It was 1992 when I got the
chance to spend a few months on Bill's ranch. As an agricultural engineer and
veterinary medicine student from Austria, it was impressive for me to be able to
work on Bill's ranch. Thanks for the opportunity and your efforts to bring Texas
closer to me. I will always remember it and would have loved to show my children
your home country as they would now have been big enough for a trip. Thank you
for your friendship. Hans (from Austria)
Hochgatterer Johannes - January 24, 2021 at 08:54 AM

SU

Sue

Sue - January 23, 2021 at 06:26 PM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mr. William
"Billy" Thomas.

January 23, 2021 at 04:28 PM

BM

Bill was a good friend for many years. He was very important to Soil and Water
Conservation in Texas. Bill served on the Texas Association of Soil and Water
conservation districts board for many years and represented the state on the
National level with NACD. He was always a gracious host and will be missed by
many.
Barry Mahler, Chairman of the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board.
Barry Mahler - January 23, 2021 at 07:34 AM

RH

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Ron Holcomb - January 23, 2021 at 07:12 AM

BP

Brenda And James Podraza lit a candle in memory of Mr.
William "Billy" Thomas

Brenda and James Podraza - January 23, 2021 at 12:06 AM



Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Mr. William
"Billy" Thomas.

January 22, 2021 at 09:17 PM

VR

"My heart is sad my soul is weary" says it all about this week. From the beautiful
gospel song, Angels Rock Me to Sleep.
Billy and I grew up as barefoot little kids playing in Houston's Woodland Heights,
and completing Travis Elementary School. Growing up in the shadow of World
War II, which touched every family, we were very patriotic and had shared values
as Americans. At Travis Elementary it was an honor for the teacher to select you
to carry the flag up to the front of the class for the 'Morning Exercises'. Citizenship
was taught and we all made citizenship books illustrated with pictures from our
Mother's magazines. We took quarters to school to buy bonds to save the
Battleship Texas. This was the world that shaped our generation.
Billy and I would often talk of those early years. No TV, no air conditioning. We
played outside and made forts in the back yard and in the trees. There were the 3
Bills as Billy referred to them... Billy, Bill Frank, Bill Bowling, and Pete
Morganthaler joined in the play group. I was the only girl on the block. They were
into dressing up and playing cowboys with their cap pistols. Saturday mornings
were often spent at the local movie theater (9 cents), and always a Western with
several cartoons. With the two Bills' birthdays in February, the families usually
celebrated at the Houston Fat Stock Show and Rodeo with the boys all dressed
up in their cowboy outfits. Roy Rogers and Gene Autry were alternating
attractions. We collected cereal box tops to send in to get rings that had secret
codes that we could see in the dark by crowding into the large front closet.
Afternoons we listened to the radio up on the kitchen wall and used our
imaginations with the Westerns, Sky King, and Sergeant Preston of the Yukon
sponsored by Quaker Oats shot from guns with the sound effects. We were in
awe that our breakfast cereal came that way! Billy's backyard had lots of clover in
it where we could pick the white flowers and make chains out of them. I also
stepped on my first bee there, and still remember the pain vividly. At school we
were studying Indians, and the teacher talked about how they made flour from
acorns. Billy had a big oak tree with plenty of acorns. We took the acorns into his
garage where his daddy had tools and a vice, and we splint open the acorns and
made 'flour'. Billy still has his daddy's tools.
So many memories.
Billy and my brother, Bill Frank, were born one day apart, February 6, and
February 7. And, they died three weeks apart to the day.
I was lucky to be in Texas for a few of Billy's musical events at his house. And the
big Diamond Jubilee party at the ranch. Billy knew how to throw a party and have
a good time.
Missing you dear friend. "Thanks for the Memories".
Love, Vicky
Victoria Rodgers - January 22, 2021 at 05:42 PM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Mr. William "Billy" Thomas.

January 22, 2021 at 05:14 PM

A true gentleman. He was as fine a man as you’d hope to meet. We miss him
now and forever. Rest In Peace, Billy.
Lila Bohack - January 22, 2021 at 11:15 AM

FN

Frank Nowak lit a candle in memory of Mr. William "Billy"
Thomas

Frank Nowak - January 22, 2021 at 12:27 AM

FN

Frank Nowak lit a candle in memory of Mr. William "Billy"
Thomas

Frank Nowak - January 22, 2021 at 12:24 AM

JS

Janice Sechelski lit a candle in memory of Mr. William
"Billy" Thomas

Janice Sechelski - January 22, 2021 at 12:13 AM

TB

1 file added to the album Comfort in heaven

Teresa Bystry - January 21, 2021 at 10:22 PM

JC

Abundance of Prayer and Blessings for the Soul of this Wonderful Man, Neighbor and
Person. You will Be missed by Many. The Clays
Jo Clay - January 26, 2021 at 03:38 PM

MT

I did mr bills electrical work for many years. He was kind and generous man.
Never to busy to visit with you a while. I remember him administering our old
achievement test at Iola School back in the 60s in grade school. RIP.
Mike Thomas,
Mike Thomas - January 21, 2021 at 08:48 PM

FH

Bill was a wonderful friend of Sam Houston State and its music program in
particular. He also served on the university's Foundation board of Trustees. He
was a kind and thoughtful person who will be missed by many. God's Peace to
him and his family and many friends.
Frank R. Holmes - January 21, 2021 at 03:28 PM

FN

Frank Nowak lit a candle in memory of Mr. William "Billy"
Thomas

Frank Nowak - January 21, 2021 at 01:15 PM

JA

My sympathy to Bill's family. He was a kind and good friend to those of us who
worked with and for him in conservation efforts in Texas. He is missed by many,
Judy Albus
Judy Albus - January 21, 2021 at 12:34 PM

AS

The Anderson Houston SWCD #421 sends their Condolences and Prayers for the
Family and the MANY whose Lives were touched by him.
Anderson Houston SWCD Board and Staff - January 21, 2021 at 12:11 PM

BS

The Bedias Creek SWCD #428 sends their Condolences and Prayers for the
Family and the MANY whose Lives were touched by him.
Bedias Creek SWCD Board and Staff - January 21, 2021 at 12:11 PM

FS

The Freestone County SWCD #424 sends their Condolences and Prayers for the
Family and the MANY whose Lives were touched by him.
Freestone County SWCD Board and Staff - January 21, 2021 at 12:10 PM

JC

Jim Criger lit a candle in memory of Mr. William "Billy"
Thomas

Jim Criger - January 21, 2021 at 10:04 AM

TP

The Pavlocks lit a candle in memory of Mr. William "Billy"
Thomas

The Pavlocks - January 21, 2021 at 09:19 AM



Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Mr.
William "Billy" Thomas.

January 21, 2021 at 08:58 AM

SC

Beside being lifelong family friends, Billy was also my high school counselor. Our
sophomore year ‘69, Billy and Barbara Haynie, our English teacher, took a group
of us to Alley Theatre in Houston to see “Paint Your Wagon”. That was the first
time I had ever been in a theatre of that size or stature. Billy was great in
exposing our small town group to a broader world.
Shirley Cook - January 21, 2021 at 08:16 AM

MP

Mr. Billy was a good man and he will be missed. My
husband worked for him at times and we send our
condolences.
Robert Perez Sr & Family

Melissa Perez - January 21, 2021 at 08:05 AM

LL

Linda Leiber lit a candle in memory of Mr. William "Billy"
Thomas

Linda Leiber - January 21, 2021 at 12:12 AM

GP

William "Billy" Paul Thomas, Feb. 6, 1943 - Jan. 17, 2021. Preceded in death by
his parents Annie May Gutkowski Thomas and William Paul Thomas Sr.
Billy was a long time resident of Richards, Texas. He graduated from Richards
High School in 1961. He held a Bachelor's Degree in Science from Southwestern
University and a Masters Degree in Education from Texas A&M, and taught at
Richards ISD for several years. He and his family have had a cattle ranch in
Richards for many years. His passions included, traveling, music, antique car
restoration, and history.
He played the organ for Richards United Methodist Church for many years. His
love of God was evident in every aspect of his life. He shared his passions with all
of his friends and neighbors. Hosting a yearly Christmas Music Concert at his
home, as well as an open door to many other memorable gatherings. He shared
his love of antique cars with anyone who showed an interest, and enjoyed taking
them to car shows.
He was former Director of Grimes County Historical Commission, and served on
the Board of Directors of the National Soil and Water Board representing the
State of Texas, and was Director on the Bluebonnet Groundwater District. He was
a major supporter of SHSU School of Music, and hosted concerts for students at
his home and in the vineyard.
Billy will always hold a dear place in the hearts of all who knew and loved him. He
will be missed by many, he touched us all very profoundly and deeply.
Gwen Pool - January 20, 2021 at 10:22 PM

FN

Frank Nowak lit a candle in memory of Mr. William "Billy"
Thomas

Frank Nowak - January 20, 2021 at 08:10 PM

TL

The OBrien Family - Millie And Lynda. lit a candle in
memory of Mr. William "Billy" Thomas

The OBrien Family - Millie and Lynda. - January 20, 2021 at 08:05 PM

HF

Haley Family lit a candle in memory of Mr. William "Billy"
Thomas

Haley Family - January 20, 2021 at 05:18 PM

TF

The Haley Family lit a candle in memory of Mr. William
"Billy" Thomas

The Haley Family - January 20, 2021 at 05:15 PM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mr. William
"Billy" Thomas.

January 20, 2021 at 04:13 PM

JS

I am so grateful for Billy. His love for his community. His love for music. His love
for his church. Billy was a great friend to my ministry and for God’s work in all
things. He has left a legacy that will live beyond for years to come. Billy you made
a difference!
Jeff Springer - January 20, 2021 at 09:21 AM

DM

Many memories as a child with Billy and his family.will be missed.
Douglas Mittag. - January 20, 2021 at 05:01 PM

RP

Ronnie & Lou Podraza lit a candle in memory of Mr. William
"Billy" Thomas

Ronnie & Lou Podraza - January 19, 2021 at 11:12 PM

VB

Vanessa Burzynski lit a candle in memory of Mr. William
"Billy" Thomas

Vanessa Burzynski - January 19, 2021 at 09:12 PM

BS

He did so much for Grimes County. Christmas will never be the same
Betty Shiflett - January 19, 2021 at 01:19 PM

AM

Alice Moody-Imhoff lit a candle in memory of Mr. William
"Billy" Thomas

Alice Moody-Imhoff - January 19, 2021 at 12:34 PM

RiP, Billy Thomas prayer condolences to your family.
Linda Andruss - January 19, 2021 at 06:33 AM

Keith
Sparks

thanks Billy. i very much enjoyed the experience of doing some business
together. RIP
Keith Sparks - January 18, 2021 at 09:20 PM

EE

A good friend who will be missed immensely.
Eddie and Margaret Eppler - January 19, 2021 at 12:57 PM

JB

I only knew Bill for 10 years, but in that time he became one of my best friends, and
one of the finest persons I have ever known. He was one of a kind with his amiability,
generosity, intelligence and faith, as well as his heartfelt concern for his community,
state and the agricultural industry, Without him, life will be sadder and less colorful for
his many hundreds of friends. As someone once told me, "Bill was fortunate in life, he
knew it, and he shared it." Rest in peace, Bill, you will be eternally loved and never
forgotten..
James and Eileen Bartlett - January 20
James Bartlett - January 20, 2021 at 10:36 AM

TP

Bill was an important part of soil and water conservation-in Texas and for the United
States. Bill, you will be missed!
Tim Palmer - January 20, 2021 at 10:07 PM

ET

I will miss you lots, from friendship on car tours, barbecue lunches in your barn, help
with my antique car questions, and yes, even picking those grapes in the hot sun! But
most of all for the sharing of your love for God and music through the beautiful organ
concerts.
Evelyn Timmins - January 21
Evelyn Timmins - January 21, 2021 at 07:23 AM

RL

It was always a pleasure to be around Bill. I played the piano many times at his
wonderful home and it was always great fun to be with him and his friends. I will miss
him.
Rob Landes
Rob Landes - January 22, 2021 at 02:47 PM

RH

Billy always had several projects going on at the same time. I met him when he had
purchased a model train at an auction and needed help with the hydraulics. It was so
interesting to hear about his latest endeavor. He would drop everything and show you
his latest car project, the pipe organ, the stories of the home sawn lumber used in the
house and on and on. We will miss you my friend. Rest in Peace
Ron & Denise Holcomb
Ron Holcomb - January 23, 2021 at 07:06 AM

TP

We will miss Billy and all the times we had growing up together on the same place. He
was like a brother to us. We had many a good time. He was truly a great man and
friend. Rest in peace from Thomas
Thomas podraza - January 24, 2021 at 10:52 AM

